A Walk on the High Side

May 17t 2025
The day Chelfham Viaduct was crossed by the

public for the first time since September 29%
1935

Saturday, May 17th 2025, 90 years and 4 months since the last Lynton & Barnstaple passenger
train rolled out of Chelfham and down the line to Barnstaple marking the closure of the line.

Saturday, May 17th 2025 - the day that National Highways, Heritage Railway Estate (HRE),
the owners of Chelfham Viaduct, allowed a brief opening as part of Rail 200. For the first time
since 1935 members could cross the viaduct (on foot) and then enjoy a walk down the trackbed
through Budds Wood. The weather was perfect, people turned out in their hundreds and
supporters of the late lamented Lynton & Barnstaple could get a glimpse of the future.

The fact that the ‘mass walk’ could take place was wholly due to HRE recognising that they have
a great asset which could contribute to Rail 200.




And coupled with the HRE were the teams of Exmoor Associates and Yeo Valley Trust volunteers
who put in place the physical controls to make it all possible. To them must be added
GrowForward — owners of the Chelfham Mill site — who did so much to facilitate the event and
the Chelfham station team who welcomed people and provided refreshments. Team work at its
best.

Up at the Viaduct gates, Helene Rossiter from HRE and Keith Vingoe, L&B CIC Director for
Chelfham gave short talks about their work and of the history of the viaduct before the ribbon
was cut and the assembled crowd were able to walk across the viaduct.

When will trains next
make  their  way
between  Barnstaple
and Chelfham? We
cannot say for certain.
But with each
purchase of a length
of privately owned
trackbed - land sold
after the closure of the
line in 1935 - we move
towards the day when
the cry goes up “next
stop Chelfham.”

The event was featured on BBC Spotlight that evening and was also featured in both the local
Journal and Gazette.

Just about everyone who reads Trackbed Trails is an Exmoor Associate shareholder.

Please continue to give EA your support. We, with the Yeo Valley Trust, are the direct route to
trains starting to run through the Yeo Valley, through the fields and through the trees to Chelfham
and on towards Bratton Fleming, Wistlandpound and Blackmoor Gate.



. The best ever trackbed trail in the

history of Exmoor Associates ?

Walking the trackbed through
Budds Wood

Waiting for track and trains




The Friends of Chelfham Station Group
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In 2021 Chelfham Station received the Railway heritage Trust Hendy and Pendle Volunteers
Award for its restoration work.

Volunteers of the L&BR Trust and CIC together with Exmoor Associates, Yeo Valley Trust and the
Growforward Project (former Chelfham Mill/school site) all helped to make the event such a
success, with approximately 2000 reported visitors over the 2 days.

All parking was below the viaduct at Growforward and in their meadow and L&B stewards
marshalled the visitors’ vehicles safely in and out as required.

On the Saturday Barnstaple mayor Janet Coates opened the first Growforward refurbished
building which is now known as the Chelfham Valley Heritage Hub.




For the weekend this contained a new range of display boards all about the Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway as well as the late Tony Peart's superb Chelfham model, ably demonstrated by Chris
Lane.

Many visitors sampled the cafe, pop up bar, live music, and enjoyed the sunshine in the new
garden area. Many continued their walk south along the trackbed over Goodleigh Road Bridge
and into Budds Wood courtesy of Exmoor Associates and YVT whose volunteers had recently
been clearing the route of blocked and leaning trees and of dumped rubbish.

Back at Chelfham Station, visitors also walked the trackbed north towards Bratton bridge. Most
sampled the refreshments on offer for donations and many books, L & B souvenirs, model railway
odds were sold. It was just so busy at times and after Saturday we needed an extra shopping
trip to both Tesco (for more refreshment stock) and to Woody Bay Station (for more sales items).

We were pleased to chat to many visitors about how we have restored the station over the years
and all the future plans for the L & B R. Many of these visitors were locals and were discovering
the railway for the first time. It was very gratifying to receive large amounts of praise from
everyone visiting who enjoyed their Chelfham weekend. It was as advertised a 'Once in a Lifetime'
opportunity to walk over Chelfham Viaduct and after the hoards of people last weekend, the
viaduct has returned to its sleepeth, with the gates locked for no public access.

Thanks again to all those volunteers who helped with planning, preparations, car parking,
refreshments and shop sales throughout the weekend.

The funds raised at Chelfham all go towards further restoration projects such as the new replica
Up Home signal which, like the starter signals, will be cabled up to lever N° 2 in the signal box.
Inside the station the recently installed Tyers Tablet machines help to demonstrate the signalling
procedures to visitors.

The station is open every Wednesday and Sunday, 10.00 — 16.00, throughout the year.
Nigel Thompson and Friends of Chelfham Station Group



With thanks to Shareholder Jose Kimber for providing the following, excellent —
Summary Notes of Exmoor Associates Meeting 17" May 2025

Mike Buse opened the meeting and welcomed the 62 people present.
Apologies for absence had been received from :

Sir Philip Williams Graham Piercy Anthony Robson

Ela Robson Bob and Sue Barnard Chris Dadson

Derek Goodwin Charles Gardner

Chelfham Viaduct Expected that it will be very busy for the opening ceremony.

Members asked to avoid it if possible, today. Should be quieter on Sunday. Maybe an opportunity
to do the walk again on a private visit for members later in the year.

Trackbed Acquisitions

. Negotiations are ongoing for two more parcels of land which cannot be identified yet.
Purchase progressing but not quite there yet. They are 200m each separated by bridge.
Once the bridge is reinstated will be a single stretch of trackbed.

o Scout Camp — 718m. Agreement in principle reached in August 2024. Solicitors were
appointed but the Scouts could not find the deeds to the land. Found 3 weeks ago and a
draft contract is now with the solicitors. Hope to conclude within 4-6 weeks. Problem with
the changing watercourse of the river, now more land on our side, need to ensure we get
all the land. There will be restricted access to the site due to there being young people
there. Access for working parties only. There are to be 3 underpasses etc..

200th Rail Anniversary An opportunity to raise money for EA funds. Also, YVT setting up 200
Club — an opportunity to raise money for YVT. Phil Heathcote explained that items purchased
to support trackbed and buildings maintenance have included tipping trailer, scaffold tower, 2
ladders, generator. Also, YVT funded restoration of Bratton Fleming station clock, 24 50Ib rail
lengths for Bratton Fleming and Snapper, to extend the demo track at Snapper, ground clearance
at Bratton Fleming station yard and display signs for Snapper.

Planning permission for Bratton Fleming goods shed expires October 2025. Need building control.
Building Control questions have been answered, hope to get approval soon. Have to start
substantive work by October and need to appoint a contractor.

Quarry House, Bratton Fleming Has been on market for about 3 years, but not sold.
Asking £1.5m, but no interest. An offer has been made by EA to buy the trackbed for a good
price, but not yet accepted. Property is not currently on the market.

Growforward Project Purchase of site completed January 2025. YVT is maintaining a good
relationship and providing volunteer support. Viaduct opening may be straining relations as they
are worried about being overwhelmed with visitors. YVT is hoping to negotiate a lease for part
of the site. There is a model railway featuring Chelfham viaduct to be located there, and there
will be use of the car park for visitors to Chelfham station.

Relations with L&B Trust There were two articles in the 7rackside magazine, one about
the L&B Trust and the other about YVT with interview with Phil Heathcote. Also, an article on
Chelfham in the Vintage Spirit magazine. There is ongoing dialogue with the L&B Trust and YVT
has written to the Trust about possible lease of Chelfham station to YVT. A further letter to
Peter Miles, the Trustees and CIC directors has been sent. This has not yet been discussed by
the Trust and CIC because of the planning issues at Cricket Field Lane and AGM preparation.




EA Articles of Association

The Charity Commission has stated that YVT does not have enough control over EA. EA has to
be a wholly owned subsidiary of YVT, and assets have to be asset locked to YVT. None of the
model articles reflect what we need to do. Shareholders are not members of the company, only
the directors are members. Need is to create articles which allow EA to have shareholders with
benign control by YVT. Going back to the solicitors for advice on what is needed.

Viaduct Walk

This was the first event of its kind National Highways, Historic Railway Estate (HRE) have run.
1300 tickets had been pre-booked. YVT has good relationship with HRE, they have only a small
team and are sympathetic to the EA/YVT cause. There may be future opportunities for viaduct
opening. An expensive programme of works is needed on the viaduct, HRE don't have the funds
this year. Some temporary work, to protect people walking or working under the viaduct, will be
needed in the meantime.

Exmoor Associates Finance Report 2024/202525

Assets £669,119 Land & property 9 new shareholders £76k
Overheads £22k Cash £101,188

Up to 30/4/25 2 new shareholders £700 Cash in bank £98k
Donations

People wishing to give financial support to reopening the L&B in the Yeo valley can either :

o buy shares in EA. The minimum shareholding is 100 £1 shares. Each shareholder is
entitled to all future editions of Trackbed Trails

. donate to YVT and if they are a taxpayer their donation will qualify for Gift Aid

Bratton Fleming Station

Station clock has been restored, at a cost of £2k, funded by a member via a donation. It was a
sympathetic restoration with the split in the case repaired. Currently kept in London by the donor,
but will be returned to BF in due course.

24 lengths of track acquired, 20 at Snapper, 4 for BF. The entrance to BF has been widened.
The diesel loco is at Yaxham. There will be a temporary track 60ft, to store the diesel and
carriage, when transport to BF can be arranged.

Goods shed site cleared, garage to be demolished. Waiting for building control to approve plans,
then need to get contractors to do the footings.

Recent excavations at Bratton have revealed hitherto buried platform edge bricks (around two
dozen) of the leading edge of the ‘up’ platform.

Seen here in the evening sun of May 18"

Other Issues Discussed

o Snapper - Changed back to LSWR brown. Dave Ely has acquired some hardwood to make
a bench for the shelter.

e Budds Wood trackbed cleared. Had to get Council
approval as there is a TPO on whole wood. 489m of
trackbed cleared. A lot of rubbish cleared, mostly by Anne
Belsey. Took 4-5 working days by 4-5 people. Permission
expires in Jan 2026, 1 small area remains to be done.

e Occupation bridge at Budds Wood is no longer used,
. proposed to add drainage pipes and then fill it in.

2 ey e Bratton Fleming - 2 oil lamps have been donated by a
§oga i Sd ".?'~ : . donation to YVT, with 2 more to be acquired. EA have

-&A N _ ‘:'A‘* _ e 7




Ry b Vi,

,

been donated a ticket office window and other items, but without provenance. It was
suggested to get someone with a metal detector to explore the site.

A volunteer weekend is to be arranged, but need to find some interesting jobs to make it
worthwhile.

The garage at BF contains a humber of items, maybe bits of old signal cabin and original
windows.

Some tools have been stolen from. Snapper — trying to reinforce doors.

Donations to support the Snapper Lads and Lasses at the meeting raised £311.

Easy Fundraising has raised £500 from 16 supporters. £168 recently which is excellent.
Dartmouth Steam Railway have invited EA/YVT to be represented with a stand at an event
on 27t September.

The next meeting is on Sunday 28th September 2025 at Loxhore Village Hall
YVT and EA will have a stand at the L&BRT Gala Weekend at Woody Bay.
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Thank You

Sincere thanks go to two Exmoor Associates shareholders :

Steve Woods Steve attended the recent shareholder meeting armed with a ‘Burco’ type
water heater. This will come in particularly handy during the colder months when it can be used
to keep our volunteers supplied with hot drinks etc

‘ - B —opis===l Chris Dadson Not content with having donated a
: 1=l pair of replica oil lamps for use at Bratton Fleming
§ station, Chris tells me that he has managed to source
a further two - thus bringing the stock to the correct
number for the early 1920's, according to Measured
and Drawn.

The EA directors and YVT trustees would like to
record their grateful thanks to both Steve and Chris

Found at Bratton Fleming

# In TT44 we showed a picture of two circular, metal
s discs which had been unearthed at Bratton Fleming.
B We asked if anyone knew what they were. No one
e Offered a solution. Subsequently, David Cameron

P has discovered that they are metal bases for straw
skeps (beehives). One of the long-term residents of
the station when it was a house was a beekeeper.
Problem solved.



Underneath the Arches : Chelfham Heritage Hub
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YVT Trust Chairman, Phil Heathcote, had arranged with Growforward, via Danny Argent, that the
Railway display would be set up in the Heritage Hub using half of the room closest to the entrance
and nearest to Chelfham Station.

Pride of place was devoted to the model railway layout which had been created by the late Tony
Peart and which had been rescued some years ago by volunteer Chris Lane. Chris had
determined where the layout would be located and Barry Marshall elected to create a series of
information boards to be affixed around the walls at our end of the Heritage Hub to compliment
the layout and to act as an informative display of Railway-owned properties.

The main focus of the exhibition display would be Chelfham, with boards located behind the
model railway layout. Other locations which are owned by the L&B Railway and EA/YVT should
also feature prominently elsewhere.

Four boards were mounted to the rear of the layout, with three contemporary scenes and an Eric
Leslie watercolour together with two further boards showing older more historic photographs.




To the front of the model railway layout stood the replica "CHELFHAM" sign which was made by
Jim Pounds a few years ago sitting on its purpose-made cradle, and an enamel replica Lynton &
Barnstaple Railway sign, also made by Jim Pounds. Two tables adorned with tablecloths
complete the scene, with a display stand for Railway literature and a selection of stand-alone
photographs, and a new banner showing ownership of sections of trackbed between Barnstaple
and Chumhill. The boards of Chelfham station are headed with the L&B title, the floral wreath
and the L&B website address at the bottom.

Behind the corner of the model was a line of boards depicting the restoration of the station
building, the Hendy & Pendle Award presentation, trackbed clearance the other side of the
viaduct, two aerial views of the viaduct, and Bill Pryor's coloured watercolour postcards.

Other boards depicted properties owned by EA/YVT, namely Snapper Halt, including the
platelayers' hut, Bratton Fleming Station, including plans for the goods shed, Loxhore Bank, north
of Chelfham, Collard Bridge and Raleigh Weir, all carrying the YVT and EA signatories and website
addresses.

To complete the display of railway-owned properties there were two boards of Woody Bay station,
one with contemporary photos of passenger services and the other of construction more than 20
years ago.

Many EA/YVT people attended the Annual Meeting at Goodleigh on the Saturday morning and
missed the opening of the viaduct at midday. But, in the afternoon and all day on Sunday they
were kept busy guiding a steady stream of visitor cars in and out of the two parking areas which
were well used over the whole weekend. In addition to the hardstanding at the front, the
meadow beyond the viaduct was pressed into service, made available by volunteers clearing the
meadow and some most fortunate prolonged dry weather.

Report from Barry Marshall
10



‘ii!YVTZQu% Yeo Valley Trust 200 Club

As promised in the last Trackbed Trails please find attached, the application form, introduction
details, and the rules.

Like many of the E A shareholders I live a long way from the L & B and although I do spend quite
a bit of time in Devon on extending the Trackbed owned by Exmoor Associates and the Yeo Valley
Trust, I am very aware of the vital work Andy Hearn and his team of volunteers along with our
friends at Chelfham carry out looking after all our land and buildings.

Andy is gradually building up plant and machinery to speed up work which in turn allows a greater
number of jobs to be completed in the same time. As well as plant and machinery smaller items
are also purchased along with gates fencing etc the list goes on and on.

The YVT 200 Club draw gives EA shareholders and others a chance to support this vital work.
For a minimum of £1 a month for 12 months this buys you one number, of course we would love
you to buy as many numbers as you can increasing your chances of winning and of course the
funds for Andy.

15t Prize will be 50% of monthly income, less the total of the 2" and 37 prizes
2% Prize will be £12, 3 Prize £6.

I am aware that many of our shareholders are unable to get down to Devon either for health
reasons, age, cost etc, but would love to be able to volunteer so this is a great way to help and
as well as showing Andy and the volunteers that you are thinking of them.

Every £1 helps so please don’t delay sign up today.
Kind regards to all. Mike Buse

Now read on for the full details ........................

‘ii!YVTZ(I)% Introducing the Yeo Valley Trust 200 Club
Cclu

In celebration of Rail 200, the UK-wide anniversary of the world’s first passenger rail service,
The Yeo Valley Trust is launching The Yeo Valley Trust 200 Club.

The object of the 200 Club is to provide materials and funds in support of YVT volunteers
maintaining and restoring property owned by the YVT and Exmoor Associates (‘EA).

Launching in July 2025, and with a target of 200 numbers in each draw, supporters can sign up
for just £12 per year, to be entered in 12 monthly draws. Full details, including the rules and
application form will be available from the YVT website at: https://yvt.org.uk/200club/

Members should note that donations to the Yeo Valley Trust via the 200 Club are NOT eligible
for UK Gift Aid.

Other tax-efficient schemes are available, from: https://yvt.org.uk/donations/
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

The YVT 200 club is registered as a “small society lottery”.

Y VTR

The Yeo Valley Trust 200 Club : The Rules

The object of the Yeo Valley Trust 200 Club (‘the club’) is to raise funds for the Yeo Valley
Trust ("YVT’, ‘the Trust’), in particular to provide materials and funds in support of YVT
volunteers maintaining and restoring property owned by the YVT and Exmoor Associates
(‘EA).

The club shall be administered by the Trust. The Trustees shall elect from their number
one member as YVT 200 Club Treasurer (‘The Treasurer’) who shall be responsible for
administration of the club.

The Treasurer shall arrange the draw, which shall take place on the last Friday of the
month and shall arrange the payment of the prizes. The Treasurer shall attend the draw
but there shall always be an independent person in attendance to witness the draw and to
certify the results.

Membership of the Trust will not be a prerequisite of being a member of this 200 Club.

To join, members must complete the application form available on the YVT website, at
https://yvt.org.uk/

The subscription to the 200 Club for one entry number shall be £12 per year payable
annually in advance by on-line transfer, standing order, cheque or cash at an official
YVT/EA event/location. This will give each member one number which will be placed in 12
draws (i.e., cost is £1.00 per month). This number will remain the member’s provided their
subscription is up to date. Members are encouraged to take out multiple subscriptions.

The club will be run on a rolling annual basis commencing on 15t July 2025. There is no
provision to opt infout on a month-by-month basis. Admission to the draw will commence in
the month following receipt of the subscription provided cheques and transfers are cleared
through the member's bank. To take part in the first draw payment must be received by
midnight on 18t July. Members may join after the start of the normal 200 Club membership
year. Membership will be for a period of 12 months.

A member is eligible for inclusion in the draw so long as the subscription for that month is
paid.

Unless otherwise advised, a member will be deemed to have left the Club if his or her
renewal of subscription remains unpaid for the next draw.

Members wishing to leave the 200 Club can do so at the end of their club membership for
that year. Refunds will not be given for people wishing to withdraw before the year-end.

Registers will be kept recording the name and address of each member, the number(s)
allocated to them and the subscriptions received from them.

There is a target of 200 numbers for each draw, the relevant numbers of all paid-up
members will be entered in the draw for each month.

The draw for each month will be made in the presence of at least three people including
one Trustee.
The monthly prize fund will be 50% of the monthly income. There will be three prizes:
18t prize - 50% of monthly income, less the total of 2"d and 3 prizes
2" prize - £12 3 prize - £6
The second and third prizes may be reviewed depending on the size of the membership,
certainly if the membership exceeds the target of 200.
12
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The 200 Club administrators will make all reasonable efforts to pay or post prizes to the
winners within a reasonable period after the monthly draw.

Prize winners will be notified in writing, by email, or by telephone to the contact details last
provided and payment will be made by cheque to the address shown on the membership
application form or to such other address or payment method as the member may
subsequently have advised. Prize winners will also be listed on https://yvt.org.uk each
month after the draw.

If a winner cannot be contacted, the winnings will be placed into the Trust funds after 6
months.

The decision of the Trust will be final in all matters requiring adjudication.

The Trustees will also have the power to amend or revoke these rules at their absolute
discretion with such reasonable notice to the 200 Club members as is necessary.

The YVT 200 club is registered as a “small society lottery”

It must be noted by all members that donations to the Trust via the 200 Club are NOT
eligible for UK Gift Aid.

Registered Charity No. 1202037. A Limited Company registered in England No. CE031469
Registered office: 6 West Yelland, Barnstaple, EX31 3EY

YEO VALLEY TRUST 200 CLUB APPLICATION FORM is on the back page

Exmoor Associates

Contacts
email: enquiries@exmoor-associates.co.uk

Directors
Mike Buse mike@exmoor-associates.co.uk 07776 202 105
David Cameron david@exmoor-associates.co.uk 01277 353 272
Andy Hearn andy@exmoor-associates.co.uk 01769 520 492
Richard Haste richard.haste@exmoor-associates.co.uk 01347 878 581
Peter James peter@exmoor-associates.co.uk 07881 951 400
Richard Landen richard.landen@exmoor-associates.co.uk 07974 740 854
(please use WhatsApp because of poor signal)
Phil Heathcote phil.heathcote@yvt.org.uk 07771 451 964
WWW.EXMmMOoor-associates.co.uk
Registered in England Company N° 04502895

Elmers Mill, Stane Street, Ockley, Surrey, England, RH5 5TQ
HERITAGE
SN RS  Exmoor Associates is a member of the Heritage Railway Association
ASSOCIATION
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Y VTR

YEO VALLEY TRUST 200 CLUB APPLICATION FORM

Full Name: (Applicants must be over 16)

Address:

Post Code:

Telephone:

Email:

Exmoor Associates Shareholder? Yes/No.

This is a: New Application / Renewal (if a renewal, please provide the retiring number(s)

Number of entries required at £1 per month each, for a period of 12 months, £12 per entry.

Total Payment enclosed / transferred online: £

Signed:

Date:

*Please ensure you fill in all your details above or we cannot allocate you an entry number
in the YVT 200 Club.

*By signing this form you are declaring that you have received and accept the rules of the
YVT 200 Club.

It must be noted that donations to the Yeo Valley Trust via the 200 Club are NOT eligible for UK Gift Aid.

Please return this form with cheque payment (payable to the Yeo Valley Trust) to:
YVT 200 Club, 97 Kingfisher Road, Larkfield, Aylesford, Kent ME20 6RE

or by email to:
200club@yvt.org.uk

To arrange an on-line transfer or set up a regular monthly payment please use this bank account:
A/C name: The Yeo Valley Trust
Sort code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00036083
Reference: YVT200- (add your name)
Registered Charity No. 1202037. A Limited Company registered in England No. CE031469

Registered office: 6 West Yelland, Barnstaple, EX31 3EY
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