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Welcome to the first edition of Trackbed Trails for 2025.   Sadly, it has been almost eight months 
since the last edition which was issued at the end of June 2024.   This is not because we do not 
want to communicate with our shareholders and other supporters.   But just as we thought we had 
a particular, significant step forward to report on, we had to hold back because of delays or issues 
of confidentially. 
 
However, in November we did produce a 
‘Trackbed Trails Extra’ to raise awareness of 
the development proposals for the 
Chelfham Mill School site which lies 
beneath Chelfham viaduct.   The good news 
is that Planning Consent has now been 
given for the Chelfham Mill proposals.    
 
It has been pointed out that there is an 
interesting paragraph attached to the 
conditions for the consent.    
Paragraph 4.6 says Development forming 
part of, or ancillary to, the high speed railway transport network (High Speed 2) comprising 
connections between all or any of the places or parts of the transport network specified in section 
1(2) of the High Speed Rail (Preparation) Act 2013.   As one EA shareholder has commented, “we 
just need to call the L&B ‘High Speed 4’ authorised to travel at 26mph.” 
 
In this issue we have : 
 

➢ An update on possible acquisition of land by Exmoor Associates which offers 
considerable potential as we regenerate the railway – and how you might be 
able to help. 
 

➢ A report of the EA meeting which was held at Loxhore at the end of last 
September and the date of the next meeting which takes place in May 2025. 
 

➢ News of an archaeological dig at a location in EA ownership. 
 

➢ More of James Evans 1964 walk with his brother from Barnstaple to Lynton and 
what they found 29 years after the line had closed..  
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Exmoor Associates, are always looking for opportunities to acquire further sections of trackbed 
which are still in private ownership and which will further the ambitions of everyone who wishes to 
see the Lynton & Barnstaple regenerated for as much of its length as is practically possible.   This 
is the purpose for which Exmoor Associates was created and the person in the lead is the tireless 
Mike Buse ably assisted by Andy Hearn EA’s ‘man on the ground.’ 
 

Currently, EA owns 12 sections of trackbed between Barnstaple (Pilton) and Wistlandpound with a 
combined length of 3¼ miles.   To this can be added just over a ½ mile owned by the L&BR Trust 
and, of course, the length of Chelfham Viaduct which is owned by the Highways Agency.   The full 
distance from Pilton to Wistlandpound is 9½ miles so there is still quite a lot of trackbed to be 
acquired!   However, discussions with several trackbed owners are being progressed and we hope 
to be able to report more good news in the not too distant future. 
 
In this issue of Trackbed Trails we had hoped to be able to report on two definite purchases which 
were being progressed.   To these two there is another which is moving forward; a price has broadly 
been agreed and now the detailed paperwork needs to be started.  
 
But, as of today, and not naming the sites in question for reason of confidentiality, we have come 
up against some (hopefully temporary) obstructions : 
 
▪ Purchase A.   At this location the trackbed to be purchased had been fully agreed with the 

owners and that remains the case.   However, between reaching agreement and finalising the 
legal arrangements one person involved, who would have been a signatory, died.   Until that 
person’s estate is finalised the purchase cannot go ahead.   The good news is that the deal is 
all agreed. 
 

▪ Purchase B.   This package of land was offered to EA subject to agreeing a fair price.   EA was 
asked to get an independent value of the site and did so.   EA offered the full valuation for the 
land and this has been rejected as being too low.   Negotiations and discussions are continuing. 

 
▪ Purchase C.   EA have been working quietly in the background to bring about the purchase of 

this length of trackbed.   Negotiations were gathering pace and proceeding harmoniously until 
the vendor discovered a couple of snags.   In the first place they cannot find the deeds for 
their property.   In the second place, the land in question has never been registered wit the 
Land Registry.   EA remains committed to securing this land but is now dependent on the 
landowner being able to produce the necessary documentation to prove they are the legal 
owner and entitled to sell it. 

 
Just as soon as is possible these three acquisitions may take place and EA will be able to tell you 
how much land has been purchased and where it is. 
 
But, please see the back page for how you can make a donation to the fund for land purchases.   
There are landowners who are becoming willing to see their part of the trackbed and EA needs to 
be able to react quickly when land we need for the future of the L&B becomes available. 
 

 
 

 

Land Purchases : The Current Situation 
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EA Directors present: Mike Buse (chair) (MB), David Cameron (DC), Andy Hearn (AH), Phil Heathcote 
(PH), Peter James (PJ) 
 

Apologies: Richard Haste, Richard Landen 
 

EA CIC relationship with the YVT 
[This was a joint YVT and EA CIC part of the meeting] 
PH explained to the meeting (as the Chairman of YVT) that in August 2024 EA CIC (and YVT) had 
received a letter from Tony Hobbs which identified certain issues with the EA CIC Articles of 
Association adopted in September 2023. The major issue is that that the EA CIC Articles of 
Association do not meet the criteria required by the Charity Commission that EA CIC needs to be a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the YVT. 
 

YVT immediately sought, and obtained legal advice from a local solicitor. This confirmed Tony Hobbs’ 
points against the Articles. 
 

Brian Foot (BF) raised questions from the floor. PH stated that the as the solicitors report had only 
been received 2 days before the trustees and EA CIC Directors had not yet had time to discuss the 
way ahead. This would be discussed next week. 
[Following that discussion, the EA CIC Directors decided that the EA CIC Articles of Association will 
need to be revised as a matter of urgency. After thorough review, the shareholders will need to 
vote on them (again)]. 
 

Finances 
PJ presented the finances in two parts, from 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024, and from 1st April 
2024 to August 2024.  
 

For the first part the major overhead was the payment of Corporation Tax stemming from money 
donated to buy Bratton Fleming. The next major cost was insurance. There were no land purchases 
during the period. A railway carriage and other equipment was purchased. The purchase of shares 
remains healthy. 
 

Since 1st April 2024, we have had 5 new shareholders join. The outgoings are mainly for work at 
Bratton Fleming. 
 

Work projects 
AH explained that the volunteers had been busy at Snapper Halt and Collard Bridge. The Snapper 
Halt shelter has had work done with the barge boards being painted dark brown instead of green. 
Also, work has been done to maintain BF station and the bridleway. 20 lengths of rail had been 
delivered to SH and 4 to BF. These latter are to accommodate a Ruston loco and carriage. Chris 
Duffell (CD) said that despite the work at BF, the conservatory will be kept in place for the time 
being. 
 

MB asked if anyone was interested in a work weekend in the future. The meeting indicated general 
agreement. 
 

Land 
MB reported that we are in the process of buying two more sections of trackbed. We are just 
awaiting agreement on the crossings. We are looking at other potential sections. 
 

PH said that negotiations with the Scouts continue to be very positive and the outline of the deal 
has been agreed, but the deal is not done yet and success cannot be assumed. Tomorrow at 11.00, 
there will be a trackbed walk through the site, courtesy of the Scouts. 
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In response to a question about whether we were buying the complete site, PH responded that we 
will be buying a strip of land through the Scout’s campsite. It is a complex deal involving several 
crossings and a new route of trackbed alongside the old one.   MB: With the Scouts’ land, from 
Snapper to Chumhill, apart from the Valley Cottage land, we and the Highways Agency will own 
about 3.5 miles of continuous trackbed.  
 

EA CIC has contacted the L&BR CIC to request the leasing of Chelfham to EA CIC. This would need 
to be a long lease i.e. 99 years or longer, ideally 999 years. 
 

The response so far has been that the L&BRT wants to create a strategy that covers the whole of 
the L&B but has no firm ideas in place as yet. This may take some time. 
 

Several people felt that a face-to-face Trust-to-Trust meeting would be valuable. 
 
 

Others felt that any strategy has to be for the whole L&B if we want to attract funding from major 
donors in future.  
 

Most people in the room seemed to be believe that given the broad agreement for EA/YVT to work 
in the south, the transfer of Chelfham to YVT/EA CIC would be a logical step. 
  

A bucket collection was made before CD gave a presentation about Bridge 19 (Skew Bridge). 
 

After CD’s presentation, the EA CIC meeting ended.    
 

Following the conclusion of the EA CIC meeting, there was a buffet lunch provided after which the 
Yeo Valley Trust had their meeting. 

 

 

Date for Your Diary 
 

The next meeting of Exmoor Associates and its shareholders 
 

will be on  
 

Saturday, May 17th 

 

Goodleigh Village Hall  
 

(EX32 7LU)   
 

Doors open 9.30 for tea/coffee and biscuits,  
meeting starts at 10.00 

 

The Exmoor Associates meeting will be followed by a meeting of the  
Yeo Valley Trust to which all shareholders are invited to attend. 

 

After the meetings we will be providing a finger buffet of fresh rolls, £5 donation, please let Mike 
Buse know if you are coming so the catering team can have enough food.   His contact details 
are Mike Buse   mike@exmoor-associates.co.uk   07776 202 105 

 

We hope as many shareholders as possible will be able to attend  

mailto:mike@exmoor-associates.co.uk
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Northleigh Road Bridge, bridge 19 – known as Skew Bridge – 
took the L&B under the Barnstaple – Chelfham road just a 
quarter of a mile beyond Collard Bridge and approximately one 
mile north of Snapper Halt.   This underbridge acquired its 
nickname because of the sharp ‘S’ bend which was put into the 
road, when the line was being built, to give the railway the 
shortest length of bridge construction at this site. 
 

This bridge caused a lot of upset when built but it was 19’ 8” 
between the bridge guards, designed to protect the parapets.   
The law only required bridges to be the same width as the road 
and the Lynton Turnpike was 18’ wide.   Complaints about the 
zig-zag bridge received the response that the design had been 
approved by Act of Parliament in the House of Commons and 
the local authorities were powerless to act. 

 

 
 
 

After the line closed, the road was 
straightened and a lay-by created using 
the northern end of the ‘S’ bend.   But the 
bridge was left in situ being infilled as can 
be seen by the picture to the right. 
However, unlike today’s Highways Agency 
infilling of disused rail bridges with foam 
concrete this is just fill and very neatly 
done.   Shareholder Chris Duffell can see a 
way of keeping an acceptable alignment of 
the road with a new bridge, while retaining 
the historical Skew Bridge, when trains 
return to the Yeo Valley.   
 

Now read on to Spring 2024, almost 90 
years after the last trains ran under the 
bridge ….. 
 

 

Skew Bridge : Exmoor Associates Digging Deep 

Skew 

Bridge 

Skew Bridge just after closure of the L&B Skew Bridge from the rear of a Down train 

Infilled Skew Bridge 
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One Saturday in May last year, Anne Belsey strimmed the EA 
owned land beside Skew Bridge while Andy Hearn and Graham 
Lee were working on other vegetation maintenance activities.   
Whilst talking Andy and Graham ventured up the bank and 
Graham spotted a row of stone running around 12’ parallel to the 
road and heading to 'that piece of wall’ by the Council’s stone 
depot.   Andy takes up the story.   “Having a quick scratch around 
we decided it must be a wing wall to the original bridge so later in 
the day we all did a little bit more clearance.   For the rest of the 
day curiosity was getting the better of me so the following morning 
I made an early start and after four hours of digging and shovelling 
I found the wing wall and line of the bridge which looks like it 
could be still in situ but not where I had always imagined it to be 
- slightly out of line with the existing track bed suggesting some 
of that has eroded over time.   There is a slight 
kink in the brick wall of the bridge, as can be seen 
in the photo with the mattock laying on the piece 
of parapet wall.   The length from the end of the 
wall to the spade is approximately 30’.   For 
reference of the depth, I went down, the mattock 
is 35” long (picture below left).   Comparing the 
height of the parapet walls on Collard bridge there 
is approximately another 12 inches to go down 
before reaching what would be original road level.    
Unfortunately, the council have created a bank 
along the line of the bridge face which prevents 
further digging for the time being.” 



7 

 

The ‘archaeologists’ continue their digging …. 
 

 
“Later, there was a return to Skew Bridge and the 
continuation of excavations unearthed some very 
large pieces of tarmac.   But undeterred we all kept 
taking turns to dig and clear the infill, 
slowly exposing more of the arch kept us all spurred 
on. The following week we returned to accomplish 
what we set out to do and that was to uncover the 
centre of the arch, having done this it was possible 
to view underneath the arch to see the stonework 
blocking the bridge as in the b/w photo and also see 
the side walls and underside of the arch too.” 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Skew Bridge excavations are the work of the volunteer ‘Snapper Lads and Lasses’ who are 
tireless in their efforts to keep land in the ownership of Exmoor Associates looking cared-for 

and tidy.   If you would like to support their work by contributing to the cost of tools and 
machinery, donations are always welcome – see the back page 
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In Trackbed Trails 44 we covered 
the first half of a walk, made by 
James Evans and his brother,  
along the trackbed in 1964. 
 

As a reminder, the following was the last 
paragraph in TT44 as they approached 
Bratton Fleming. 
 

This gentleman is not friendly, in fact he is 
terrifyingly aggressive even though we are 
very apologetic and explain our mission to 
rediscover the lost Lynton Railway. He is 
obviously not an enthusiast and has probably 
had quite a number of similar eccentrics 
arrive unexpectedly in his secluded retreat 
(Quarry House). We make an undignified 
retreat but in the Lynton direction. Bratton 
Fleming station is a delightful time-warp, but 
having had a bit of a ‘scrape ’we think it is 
time to head back to our accommodation 
before it gets dark, if we can catch the bus. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Now read on …………… 
 

Next morning we are modifying our plans due to the 
slow progress we made yesterday.   It was not a 
straightforward walk and every mile threw up 
unexpected challenges. To save time we are getting a 
taxi to take us to Blackmoor Gate, and unfortunately, 
we will have to skip the curvaceous section after Bratton 
Fleming; for another time perhaps.   There is only one 
more night allowed in our schedule so today we will 
march out for Lynton or bust.   It is not raining thank 
goodness and we are making a good pace, the track bed 
is generally much clearer now we are on the high 
ground, and out of the sheltered valleys where the 
vegetation is lush.   Also, most of the bridges are intact 
which helps.   After a mile or so we have come across a 
steam road roller parked in a lay-by next to the track, 
and I am saving this sight with the Brownie ‘box ’camera 
I have been using to record our progress.   These 
steamers are still to be seen around North Devon and 
can be parked-up when out of use, without too much 
vandalism or theft of their brass fittings. The slightly 
acidic moorland water has suited their boilers and given 
them long working lives. However, Aveling and Porter 
TA 2436 has lost her brass INVICTA, the Kentish prancing horse from the roller headstock; I wonder 
what the future holds for this old timer? A second life as it happens, converted to a steam tractor, 
and your owner will be a certain Mr Fred Dibnah, with whom I will have the privilege to appear on 
TV one day.......  
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We are passing through some pretty spectacular rock cuttings and under attractive stone bridges 
with brick lined arches and these appear to be in fairly good condition; it is only a few years into 
the future that many of these cuttings will be filled in with rubble from road widening projects so 
we have been very lucky.   Each cutting is invariably followed by an equivalent high embankment, 
railways are designed so that the excavated material has to be carted the shortest possible distance; 
in days past it was all done by horses and carts, or with small trucks pulled by the contractor’s tiny 
locomotive on temporary track. 

At this point we have arrived at one of 
the largest embankments on the whole 
line, Parracombe Bank where the line 
crossed high above the river Heddon, we 
are awestruck by the view: about half 
the bank is now a yawning void with the 
innocent looking river meandering far 
below.   This massive washout occurred 
during the infamous Lynmouth flood 
disaster, when relentless August rain fell 
on rocky Exmoor and all the local rivers 
rapidly became murderous torrents. The 
railway had already been dismantled by 

1952 but this stream, though not a tributary of the East or West Lyn rivers, also contributed to the 
loss of life. It is only twelve years since the event so memories are still fresh, and the physical scars 
on the landscape are only just starting to heal. In fifty years time Parracombe embankment and the 
‘void ’will be a dense scrubby woodland. 

 

Getting past this obstacle is a bit of a mountaineering challenge but we are 
soon on the far bank of the river and pressing on through a wet cutting with 
rushes starting to invade.   Shortly afterwards we have arrived at 
Parracombe Halt which is almost as seen in many old photographs, with 
its waiting shelter, pretty stone bridge and the cutting curving enticingly out 
of sight; all that is missing is the water tank for the engines, and the track 
of course!    

Train on Parracombe Bank from the by-pass 
construction site 

Parracombe Bank- centre washed away in the 1952 flood 

Parracombe Bank after the flood had subsided 

Parracombe Halt looking north after closure 
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Again, looking through my ‘future-scope’   I can see a 
very plain bungalow blotting out this picture.   Easy 
going now around the back of the village and it is almost 
as if time has stood still for the last 29 years, the grass 
has grown in the ballast, the leaves have filled up the 
ditches and the neat hedges along the fence lines have 
turned into an avenue of vigorous trees. Under another 
scale-miniature bridge I pick up a large lump of 
locomotive coal, which must have fallen off one of the 
last engines to pass this way, this is an evocative 
souvenir and I know is destined to stay with me for at 
least fifty eight years, till the time may come to burn it 
ceremonially........ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

We are standing under one of the less 
pretty structures on the route, the flat 
span of Killington Lane over-
bridge.   This needed to be strong 
enough to carry loaded vehicles 
leaving the nearby quarry, so was 
constructed with girders which also 
avoided creating a hump in the road.   
The steel is being consumed by rust 
due to the high rainfall and exposure 
to salt laden Atlantic gales, so this 
was another cutting infilled shortly 
after our expedition.   Across the 
pasture fields to Woody Bay station 
the grassy outline of the railway is 

very clear, but whilst the pasture may not be quite so rich where the stone ballast lies only a few 
inches below, the atmosphere is much happier here: I keep thinking I can hear the sound of a 
distant whistle and a train trundling down the gradient?    Probably it is just the wind whistling in 
the fence wires.......... 

The actual station buildings at Woody Bay are an amazing time warp, almost exactly as they were 

in 1935 when the line was scrapped, pretty as a picture surrounded by giant beech trees and mature 
pines.   The person who designed all the stations took inspiration from alpine chalet architecture, 
and with good reason as the snowfall at this height on Exmoor could be considerable.    

Parracombe after closure, with the water tank 

A train hauled by Lyn heading north from Parracombe, 

curving around Fairview 

Killington Lane bridge 
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The area around Lynton and 
Lynmouth became known as 
‘Little Switzerland  ’in 
Edwardian times. Planting 
trees was undertaken to soften 
the impact of new railway civil 
engineering, the Great 
Western and London and 
South Western Railways had 
been obliged to make this 
environmental concession for 
some years, but any shelter 
from the prevailing wind would 
also have been much 
appreciated in this very 
exposed location.    

The station house has a light in 
the window so it must be 
occupied, though there is no 

other sign of life, best if we make a 
small detour and climb down into the 
‘summit  ’cutting beyond the main road 
to Lynton.    

This is about thirty feet deep and cut 
through solid rock with almost sheer 
sides, if the line had been at ground 
level it would have been over a 
thousand feet above sea level. An 
elegant single span stone bridge carries 
a moorland track high above us as we 
press on through the brambles, soggy 
brown bracken and developing bog. 

 
 
 
Caffyns Halt, almost unchanged since 
the last train passed through except for 
being greener, is our next stop for a 
breather; we are not aware that it is 
about to be bulldozed and to our eyes 
it is another charming link to the past, 
and a slower pace of life.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woody Bay Station 1964 

Trackbed between Woody Bay and Caffyns Halt 1948 

Caffyns Halt 
1948PHOTP clarke 

Trackbed between Woody Bay and Caffyns Halt 1948 
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The trackbed beyond (Dean Steep) seems to have been consumed by the main road, removing a 
dangerous hump-backed bridge.    

 

 

Beyond the next cutting where a bee keeper 
has his hives tucked away for shelter, we 
almost fall into an unexpected ‘grand canyon’.   
This we are told was formerly a high curving 
embankment giving a brief glimpse down the 
valley, but it has been carted away to extend 
the runway at the RAF’s Chivenor Air Field 
near Barnstaple. 

Whilst circumnavigating the chasm we 
discover a whole pile of railway carriage doors, 
just dumped on the road verge for the rubbish 

men to collect!   They are in perfect 
condition with all the glass and 
lettering intact, they must have been 
protected from the weather for the 
last twenty-nine years; oh, if only I 
was a few years older I would be 
right back with a trailer.    
 
Many of the old carriage bodies which 
were made of quality timber, had 
long second lives as living 
accommodation either for people or 
chickens, perhaps first one and then 
the other!   It looks as if this one is 
being replaced by a modern building. 
                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

Dean Steep Road Bridge, Bridge 76 : above left - after the track had been lifted but before the road alterations, 
above right – road alterations in progress  

Dean Steep cutting as it is now.   Photo, Nik Barrie 

Dean Steep Bank – used after L&B closure to develop the runway at  

RAF Chivenor 
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The last leg is a gentle stroll down the 
gradient into Lynton & Lynmouth station, 
the final few hundred yards on a 
beautifully mown lawn; we have no 
premonition of the houses that are to 
spring up here like mushrooms in autumn.    
 
After the bus ride back to Barnstaple we 
find our hosts have kept their promise and 
the man with the cine projector is setting 
it up, and will show us the film made while 
the ‘Toy Railway’, as it was known 
affectionately in North Devon, was still 
running.  
 
I have to admit that the quality is not 
wonderful, over exposed and the trains 
moving about in the gloom, but they ARE 
moving which is more than we have seen 
on our long trek except in our mind’s 
eyes. The gloom is appropriate I feel. 
 
 

 
 
 

The brothers’ walk is complete 
 

The End 

With thanks to James Evans 

Trackbed between Dean Steep and Lynton 
Photo Nik Barrie 

Kibsworthy Bridge 
Photo Tony Olsson 

Larkscleave Bridge, 18 miles 77 chains from Barnstaple, 
another part of the line cut into a steep hill side. 

Photo Nik Barrie 
 

Trackbed into Lynton & Lynmouth.    

The mown lawn is in the distance 
Photo Nik Barrie 
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The North Devon Railway connected Barnstaple to Exeter in 1854, with the full public opening of 
the Railway on 1st August that year.   In order to celebrate the 170th Anniversary of that event 
Barnstaple Town Council had organised a five-day railway-themed exhibition, Rail Fest 2024, to be 
held at various locations in Barnstaple. 
 

The main exhibition was arranged in the Guildhall, with space allocated at the far end of the Pannier 
Market for local railway groups to display information and model railway layouts. 
 

Phil Heathcote (Chair YVT) arranged for the display of our 1898 L&B Commemorative Medals.   He 
also arranged for us to exhibit in the Pannier Market to promote the YVT and EA, with himself, Anne 
Belsey, Chris Lane and Barry Marshall offering to attend for all five days. 
 

Having confirmed that there was sufficient floorspace to allocate us a whole bay towards the end 
of the hall, the eventual display included : 

 

The late Tony Peart's superb model of Chelfham Station and 
Chelfham Viaduct.   When Tony died some while ago Chris Lane 
answered a call to recover the layout from his executors and had 
held it in storage at home.   Rail Fest 2024 offered the opportunity 
to display, and operate, it for the very first time since Tony's death 
thanks to Chris restoring the layout to working order and 
assembling it on-site. 
 

 

 
Anne Belsey was able to bring her model railway layout of Lancey Brook viaduct (above) for 
display, and she also brought her huge Lynton & Barnstaple Railway banner which was mounted 
such that it was visible from the other end of the Pannier Market hall.    Anne gathered L&B 
promotional material and set up her display boards, so we effectively had a combined, and seamless, 
EA/YVT/L&B display to promote the entire Railway.   In addition, she was also able to restock the 
sales stand midweek with line items such as the Christmas cards. 
 

Barry Marshall holds two sets of identical photo display boards and he brought both of them.   
One contained the current photo display, and on the other he mounted several framed photos from 
his own collection for added effect.   He also brought the YVT legend banner showing the different-
coloured sections of trackbed owned by EA and the L&BRT.   Barry’s further contribution was to 
borrow sales stock, including L&B-themed merchandise and donated hardback books, from Nigel in 
order to offer them for sale on behalf of Project Chelfham. 

Tony Peart’s model of Chelfham Viaduct 

Anne Belsey’s model of Lancy Brook viaduct 
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Platform Lamps for Bratton Fleming 
 
We are very grateful to EA shareholder Chris 
Dadson, who has kindly donated a pair of replica 
station lamps for eventual installation at Bratton 
Fleming. 
 

They have been in storage at Woody Bay but at 
the 2024 Gala weekend were collected and 
delivered safely to Bratton 
 
Thank you, Chris  

 

 
 
 
 

Contacts 
 

email:  enquiries@exmoor-associates.co.uk  
 

Directors 
Mike Buse  mike@exmoor-associates.co.uk     07776 202 105 
David Cameron  david@exmoor-associates.co.uk     01277 353 272 
Andy Hearn   andy@exmoor-associates.co.uk     01769 520 492 
Richard Haste  richard.haste@exmoor-associates.co.uk  01347 878 581 
Peter James   peter@exmoor-associates.co.uk     07881 951 400 
Richard Landen richard.landen@exmoor-associates.co.uk  07974 740 854  

(please use WhatsApp because of poor signal) 

Phil Heathcote phil.heathcote@yvt.org.uk    07771 451 964 
 

www.exmoor-associates.co.uk 
 

Registered in England    Company No 04502895 
Elmers Mill, Stane Street, Ockley, Surrey, England, RH5 5TQ 

 

  

Exmoor Associates is a member of the Heritage Railway Association 

 

More Trackbed Purchases.   Exmoor Associates, led by the 

indefatigable Mike Buse, are always looking for opportunities to acquire further 
sections of trackbed which are still in private ownership.   We do not publish details 
of on-going discussions and negotiations; confidentiality is essential for both sides 
at these times.   Rest assured that EA shareholders will be informed just as soon 
as there is more good news to tell.   Please do not walk on the privately owned 
sections – this is trespassing.   Exmoor Associates and the Yeo Valley Trust want 
to be ‘good neighbours’ and not antagonise people with whom we hope to do 
friendly business in the future. 

mailto:enquiries@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:mike@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:david@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:andy@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:richard.haste@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:peter@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:richard.landen@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:phil.heathcote@yvt.org.uk
http://www.exmoor-associates.co.uk/


16 

 

 

Two ways to donate : 
 

If you are not a taxpayer   please consider buying shares in Exmoor Associates.    

Each share is valued at £1 and they can be purchased in multiples of 100 shares – easy terms.    
 

To buy shares contact Exmoor Associates CIC Company Secretary,  
Elmers Mill, Stane Street, Ockley, Surrey, RH5 5TQ  
 

or email  shareholders@exmoor-associates.co.uk 
 

If you are a UK taxpayer   and are happy to contribute, donations via the Yeo Valley 

Trust is the best way forward because they can take advantage of the 25% Gift Aid available.  
To donate to YVT contact : 
 

• by email treasurer@yvt.org.uk  

• in writing to The Secretary, Yeo Valley Trust, Woodlands, Combe Martin, EX34 0BB  
• by ‘phone on 01271 883614 

 

Alternatively, you can donate via bank transfer to the Yeo Valley Trust bank account : 
 

• Account name :  Yeo Valley Trust 
• Sort Code :   40-52-40 
• Account Number:  00036083 

 

Whichever method of donating you choose, thank you for your generosity 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Reached the age where heavy manual work is not 
an option, or just getting down to Devon is difficult? 

 

From the comfort of your armchair, you will still be able 
help keep our trackbed in good order and ready for the day 

when trains can return to at least part of the Yeo Valley 
 

A 200 Club is being started to raise money for the 
‘Yeo Valley Gang’ 

 
The Yeo Valley Lads and Lasses voluntarily go out in all weathers to maintain Exmoor Associates 
property.   200 Club membership will provide funds for their wide-ranging needs dealing with 
essential land and property management activities   More details at the Goodleigh meeting on May 
17th and in the next edition of Trackbed Trails. 

 

Land Purchases 
 

Here’s How You Can Help 
 

PLEASE MAKE A DONATION - NOW 
 

 
 
 

mailto:shareholders@exmoor-associates.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@yvt.org.uk

