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Conversion to a Community Interest Company

At the Special Meeting held on the 5™ March our shareholders voted overwhelmingly for us to
proceed to conversion to a CIC.

323 shareholders voted for resolution 1 (Arts), 3 shareholders voted against with 1 abstention.
325 shareholders voted for resolution 2 (CIC), 2 shareholders voted against.

The directors are now proceeding with a formal application to the CIC regulator. Inevitably this will
also necessitate other changes such as amending our Shareholders Agreement. The intention is that
on conversion we will issue new share certificates showing the cumulative total of shares held. We will
of course keep you informed of progress and any proposed changes.

Spot the not so deliberate error

Most of you will have seen the aerial footage on the opening page of our website giving a birds eye
view of the trackbed from Barnstaple to The Old Station house Inn at Blackmoor Gate.

Supporter lan Fraser has been in touch to point out an anomaly which he thinks is “something you've
doubtless had a leg-pull about. Well no lan, you are the first to point it out.

So, a small competition, can you spot it No prizes and the answer in the next Trackbed Trails.

Bratton Station Oddments

Found at Bratton Fleming

On the right a very small section of platform edging from
the 'down' platform has been found to be remaining, at
the south end of the site, disappearing under the garden
shed.

Whether or not once some gardening is done more will be
revealed buried under flower beds? If it's gone .... wonder
where the bricks wente

On the left a photo of a memorial to Tom Spink at the
base of 'his' free. Henry Skinner and Tom Spink were
mentioned in Trackbed Trails 26. Some more history on
Henry Skinner is on page 2 of this edition.

Certificates and Share Issues

By now major donors to the Bratton Station appeal should have received a commemorative
certificate and donors of sums of £100 or over should have received an invitation to have Exmoor
Associate shares issued for that amount. If you think you have been missed please get in touch.



A TALE OF TWO BRATTON FLEMING STATION OWNERS

Steve Broomfield

“On 6" December 1938 Mrs. Mary F. Palliser bought the station from the Southern Railway Company”

Intrigued by this statement in Exmoor Associates’ Trackbed Trails Number 26, | decided to look a little further into
this simple fact. What was revealed was one of two very sad stories.

Mary Freda Sidebottom was born in Chorley, Cheshire, being baptised on 26 July 1893. She was the daughter of
Ralph A. Yardley Sidebottom, a ‘Shipping Merchant’, and Mary Elizabeth (nee Tully), and was subsequently
brought up at Woodbrook Road in Alderley Edge (1901 Census) and later possibly at Parkfield Lodge, Nantwich
(1911 Census, when she is absent) - both being notably affluent areas.

At some stage, probably through her father’s connections, she met Frederick Wray Cecil Bury Palliser (baptised
September 1892, St. Luke, Battersea), and they were married in Chelsea, in December 1927.

This was Frederick’s second marriage and there were no children of this union. He had the one son from his former
marriage to Elaine Bickford. Notably, the Palliser family could boast among their family ranks a High Commissioner
to New Zealand and a Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) tea plantation owner.

| would construe that the now-empty Station House, Bratton Fleming, was being purchased as a holiday retreat
and a minor conversion exercise would have been undertaken to enable this proposed usage. The transfer was
finally completed on the date given above, however Frederick Palliser had sadly died at the early part of September
and his burial took place on the 10™ of that month, at Bratton Fleming.

Mary Pallister survived him by only three and a half years — her death being registered on 8 March 1942. Probate,
for whatever reason, was registered in Llandudno, on 19 May, in the sum of £42,656-6s-4d (Barclays Bank Limited)
— a huge sum in those days and equivalent to over £2 million today. Of note, at the time of death, her residence is
given as Quarry Bank House, i.e. next door to Station House, which must have been a further purchase. The
Pallisers’ joint grave is located at St. Peter’s, Bratton Fleming.

We then have a five year ‘period of uncertainty’ in the life of Bratton Fleming Station House.

“In 1947 Mr. Henry Skinner with his wife Mary left
Southacott Farm and moved into Station House”

Henry Skinner was born on 28 January 1890
(registered at Kentisbury) to Thomas Skinner and
Mary Ann (nee Brooks) — she was also known, for
whatever reason, as ‘Betsy’ (1911 Census).

The Skinner family history in Devon can be traced all
the way back to the middle of the 1600s, the trail
leading via North Town Farm, Loxhore, to earlier
generations in Chittlehampton, SE of Barnstaple.
Henry soon had three siblings — Elizabeth (born 30
November 1891, Kentisbury), Alexander (born Q1
1894, East Down) and James (born 28 March 1896,
East Down).

Sadly their mother, Mary Ann, died on 23 March 1901

(Bratton Fleming) and Thomas was subsequently re-married, to Betsy French, his senior by thirteen years, at the
beginning of 1908. The luck was not to be with Thomas Skinner however, as his second wife also died, seven years
later, on 11 April 1915.

More bad news came when No. 345512 Corporal Alexander Skinner of the 16" Battalion Devonshire Regiment
(Royal North Devon Hussars) was killed serving in Egypt, on 3 December 1917, aged 23.

Thomas Skinner himself passed away on 28 August 1929, at Southacott Farm — he was 68 years old.

Henry had, in the meanwhile, been married to Mary Jury (born in the third quarter of 1893, at Braunton), the
wedding being in the first quarter of 1922 — no children of the marriage are recorded.




A period of relative calm then prevailed, before and after the move to Station House, Bratton Fleming.

The Skinner luck had not improved however and Mary was fatally injured in an accident at Chelfham and died in
the North Devon General Hospital, Barnstaple, on 17 May 1963. Henry’s two remaining siblings died on 5 March
1968 (Elizabeth) and 11 April 1969 (James), both events recorded at Bratton Fleming.

Henry himself succumbed at home on 19 April 1977 — there is a rumour that suicide was involved, but as he was
over 87 years old, I'd rather like to think he went peacefully, in the place he so obviously loved.

The Carpenters (who sold us Bratton Station) write:-
Dear Mike

Many apologies for taking so long to write. Life after house move has not been uneventful and John
is still receiving care from nurses and doctor, but the situation is improving slowly and we remain
optimistic that by summer we can at least enjoy some warm weather! Do hope all is well with you.
So Bratton Fleming Station is once again in the hands of the Lynton and

Barnstaple railway enthusiasts where it surely belongs. After living there for - —
11 years the decision to move was not an easy one for us, ill health and S
advancing years could no longer be ignored. : e

After many fruitless viewings, Covid-19 shut down, closed road and very
unhelpful weather there appeared a light at the end of the tunnel so to
speak. Exmoor Associates declaring an interest early in the proceedings
were working hard to raise some money. This was not an easy purchase and
we are pleased to say that their thoughtful and efficient manner proved
successful and was very much appreciated. We send all good wishes to the
Railway and hope that the old station will continue to do well, also, our
thanks to the Associates for a most satisfactory outcome.

Yours most sincerely

John and Tina Carpenter

Snapper Spring Clean

As part of ongoing maintenance Snapper Halt is due a repaint. At the moment the station name
board is in blue as original L&B, however the lamp post and halt building are in southern green.

The intention for the repaint is to have a consistent appearance and repaint in the original L&B
colours. —

In January 1994, members of
the Surrey Group unveiled the
new Snapper running in board
at their annual meeting funded
by the group. Shortly after, the
Hole Ground scheme fell
through and the sign lay in
, store for 17 vyears. At a _
meeting of the group following
completion of the Snapper purchase by EA, they agreed for the sign to be erected in its rlghtful place The
photo above left shows then director Nik Barrie with Surrey Group member Barry Marshall at Snapper Halt in
February 2011.

WANT TO GET IN TOUCH?

Exmoor Associates Ltd. Edgemoor, Moorland Close, Yelverton PL20 6DD
email enquiries@exmoor-associates.co.uk, Tony Brown (secretary) 01822 48157
Mike Buse 01206 734030, Mike Selby 01737 358120, Paul Stileman 01256 762848
David Cameron 01277 353272, Andy Hearn 01769 520492




