Bratton Station U pdate by David Cameron and Andy Hearn

The final cost to purchase the station was £335,600 including legal fees and some immediate necessary
maintenance. In the event the fundraising appeal raised 70% of this sum. The balance came from Exmoor
Associates’ general funds.

Andrew Naish has moved into the station as his main residence, please respect his privacy. Andrew is happy to
hold open-days for members to attend and view the property — once social distancing rules allow. (See Trackbed
Trails 25 for a brief history of Andrew’s long involvement with railways*)

We received the following interesting note from Len Carpenter;

“I was very pleased to hear of the successful purchase of Bratton Fleming station, especially as the vendor is
my brother! It has been a very difficult year for him in many ways. But that is not why | am writing to you. When
| visited him some years ago, he showed me some rather crude flower pots with three legs, made of concrete. |

later on | found a picture of the station in Southern days which showed &
several identical three legged pots on the station platform. Whether these &
were a product of the S.R concrete works, | couldn't say, but they may be
worthwhile saving as they were part of the former set up.

What reminded me about these things was the photo from Exmoor
Associates, as | thought that | could see one of them in the flower bed behind
the bench. Maybe they are not worth the storage space, but | thought that it
would be worthwhile to tell someone about them, as they are the sort of thing
that could easily finish up on the rubbish heap.”

Andrew then added on December 5" “No more pots found as yet, the down
platform edging bricks continue under the timber shed no other discoveries as
yet.” (See page 3 for a drawing from 1970 showing them)

(*Back copies of Trackbed Trails are avialable in PDF format - let Tony know
- see last page)

Tony Nicholson got in touch to say that the L&BRT
had recently been donated the original station
clock from Bratton Fleming — and that the feeling
is that it would be most appropriate if it were to be
restored to its original location, a very kind and
generous gesture.
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loop was removed — where it remains to

this day, in the garden of neighbouring After the railway closed, the clock ended up in Holywell - and now it will
Quarry House. be returning to its original home.

A hope for the for the future?

All donors to the Bratton ﬁurchase have been invited to become shareholders of EA, or to have their existing
shareholding increased. This has come about when it became apparent that all ‘donations’ to help buy the
station would have tax levied against them! This had not initially occurred to us.

The advice from EA’s accountant was that, should each ‘donation’ be treated as a share purchase, then there
would be no tax penalty.

We very much hope that all donors will agree to this.



James Ravilious

These photos surfaced recently on the L&B’s on-line discussion forum (Exmoor-NG) thanks to some good detective
work by Jon Gough.

Eric William Ravilious (1903 — 1942) was a fairly well-known English landscape painter. He had a son, James, (1939 —
1999) who was something of a photographer, and the subject of much of James’s work centered around rural life in North
Devon. Amongst his subjects was one Henry Skinner, a keen traditional apiarist and poet, who lived in Bratton Fleming
Station in the 1970’s. From these photos we can see that, up until 1974 at least,what was later to become known as
Long Acre - was still called Station House. (See page 3 for a brief station history including Henry Skinner).

Eric Ravilious waslis a very ..
well-known and highly
# regarded landscape artist
with a very distinctive style |
of his own. You can't |
mistake a  Ravilious |
painting. (I dare say some |
readers will know his
paintings of the Uffington
white horse - one from a 3rd
class GW carriage and one
from the hill with the horse
in the foreground and a
passing train beyond).

Henry Skinner approaches the pedestrian gate onto Station Hill; Henry removing what appears to be the milk, cream, bread and

the property nameplate can be clearly seen on the gate. Charles Gardner daily paper delivery; the roof of the station can be clearly seen
behind his right shoulder.

Bratton Fleming Stn. Post Box

# Seen in 2008, before the present conservatory was built, the
area of grey (cement?) mortar, contrasts with the cream
(lime?) mix.
Nestlin? among the creeper, the original box can just be seen
to the left, its white enamel plate giving Collection Times is
quite clear.

Reinstatement? Asking members for their views brought
a resounding ‘Yes!’. With several already  making
contributions to the project. Original Victorian boxes
are still available it seems, with a couple on eBay for
around £1,000; up to close on £2,000 for restored
examples. Modern-day replicas may be had for a couple
of hundred quid.

Then Richard Deane stepped in to say that he had traced
one at a local auctioneer; and it looks like Richard has
been successful in buying it!

Study any early photographs of Bratton Station and you will probably notice the two
ornate finials at either end of the roof.

EA director Andy Hearn visited the station just prior to purchase and was in conversation with
(vendor) John Carpenter. John was expressing his sadness that, following a severe frost, the
two roof finials had fractured and fallen off - luckily into the plants which broke their fall; in
fact, the remains were still in the garden.

¥’ Andrew was able to salvage these, so we can get an idea of their size and
: design. Armed with these, Andrew set about seeing whether there was
anyone around today who would be able to manufacture a pair using the
original as a template.

Luckily there was, a lady, and living where? North Devon!

We'll let Andrew bring us up to date whenever there is any news on the
replacements.

All photos: Andrew Hearn



Some Bratton Station History

Adapted from a letter from Tina Carpenter
On 6" December 1938 Mrs. Mary F. Palliser bought the station from the Southern Railway Company.

In 1947 Mr. Henry Skinner with his wife Mary left Southacott Farm near Bratton Fleming and moved into Station
House almost next door, where he kept bees, was a keen gardener especially interested in grafting shrubs and
trees.

If any of his friends visited places far away from the village he would ask them to bring back seeds, plum or
damson stones. Results are evident in the garden today. Henry was great friends with George Tribe who was -
among other things - a slate carver and had lived in the village all his life. George also built engines and came the
day when he arrived at “the station” with a cart load of traction engine parts, intended to be a “project” for Henry
and George to successfully put into working order. Henry set up a small forge where the industrial unit and goods
shed now stood empty.

Henry forged the missing pieces, George fitted them in! The old goods shed proved ideal for this and eventually
in a flurry of steam, smoke and noise the completed engine moved slowly up the old trackbed towards the house,
unknowingly crushing a water pipe buried below the surface. George and his engine have become a village
legend.

Henry also continued to keep a few cows in fields that could be reached by following the now disused track under
the bridge.

During1957 Mr. Tom Spink came to live at Quarry House next door. This is a large dwelling set on the side of the
hill and can be seen in photographs published by the L&BR. Sir George Newnes had it built in 1898 after deciding
that his walk from there to the station would be a lot less effort than his walk to the train from his house in Lynton.
He made regular use of the train for business in Barnstaple.

Tom Spink and Henry became great friends. Tom who was a publisher, was happy to let Henry maintain his garden
and Henry was pleased when Tom offered to publish his poems; to become known as Henry’s little yellow book.
Not all of Henry’s poems are printed there.

Sometime during the mid 1960s Mary Skinner was Kkilled in a tragic car accident at Cheltfham. Henry never fully
recovered from his loss. During the early1970s Tom emigrated to New Zealand, another great blow for Henry who
declined Tom’s offer to go with him. There now stands a chestnut indica tree in the garden at Long Acre and
leaning at the base is a slate plague which reads “This tree was planted in memory of Tom Spink carved by
George Tribe”. The conker that was planted came from under a tree at Kew.

In 1977 Henry was by then unable to look after his cows, hens, bees and garden but could not be persuaded to
leave Station House. His body was recovered from his old nissen hut in the garden.

Soon after 1977 the now converted station was bought by Mr Philip Steele but was sold in 1984 to Audrey Clarison
Quarterly for £34,500, but who never lived there. We believe Mr & Mrs Saddington purchased the station some
time after that until 2009 when we, the Carpenters, arrived.

Henry Skinner book “King of the Valley”

No sooner were we made aware that a Henry Skinner lived in
Bratton Fleming Station in the 1970’s, than David Cameron was
contacted by a Peter Ashcroft in Yelland. He had heard about the
efforts to buy Bratton station, and wondered if there would be any
interest in a signed copy of Henry Skinner’s book of poems? David
replied in the affirmative, and was delighted when Mr Ashcroft
offered to donate it.

The book will be passed onto Andrew Naish - and kept in the
station.

As a centre-spread, there is an attractive line drawing showing
Henry in front of the station. (Left)

Henry at home, 1970.



NEW TRACKBED? SEE PAGE 5

% David Cameron walks the new section of trackbed in November 2020
Photos : Margaret Cameron
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Another Opportunity for More
Trackbed

After just recovering from the frantic efforts in purchasing Bratton Fleming Station and having a feeling
of calm at last, | then had a phone call from a local land agent with whom we have dealt before, offering
a considerable length of trackbed not that far from Bratton Station.

See previous page for photographs of this section.

Having invested a considerable amount of money in the purchase of Bratton Station our bank balance
is sadly now depleted, and coming so close to this massive expenditure we just haven’t had the time
to replace those funds.

So we return to you for help once again; needless to say we don’t want to lose this vital section, and
once again we are selling Exmoor Associates shares. We can go a long time with nothing being
available then all of a sudden several sections become available at once.

Exmoor Associates will use all the platforms available to get the appeal out to the widest newest
audience as possible.

The Directors realise that everyone’s financial position is different as far as supporting us, so we have
tried to put in place something to suit all.

Shares continue to be issued as usual in blocks of £100 but we are equally happy to accept £10, £20
etc. a month until £100 pounds is raised for a registered shareholding. See page 5 for details.

These are very exciting times for Exmoor Associates but realise if our endeavours are to be achieved
in the long-term we will need to have fresh ideas to tackle some of the more difficult sections of the
former Lynton and Barnstaple Railway in the southern part.

We will be shortly announcing one of those ideas and you will be first to hear.

Finally thank you in anticipation of your help with this. It is not ideal timing we know but out of our
control.

Mike Buse

For existing share holders to purchase additional shares all that is needed is to make a BACS payment
using the details below.

Exmoor Associates Ltd.
Sort Code: 30-93-08
Account No. 01550790

To set up a standing order use these details or send a cheque to the address below.

The Company Secretary
Exmoor Associates Ltd.
Edgemoor, Moorland Close
YELVERTON PL20 6DD

New shareholders should get in touch with the Company Secretary in order to receive a copy of the
Shareholders’ Agreement, consent form, and data protection and privacy policy. By post or email to
tony@exmoor-associates.co.uk



Above is a reproduction of a water colour painting By Charles Gardner showing Snapper as it once
was and how we would all like to see it again.

As you are probably aware Exmoor Associates is concentrating its efforts in procuring the
reinstatement of the railway in the southern half (below Wistlandpound) whilst the L&B Trust
concentrates on the northern sector.

Boosted by our recent purchase of Bratton Station the value of our land holdings (trackbed and
stations) is now approaching half a million pounds but as ever we will need more funds to accomplish
this.

As you may know Exmoor Associates was set up by a group of L&B members in 2002 who realised
that whilst the L&B Railway CIC has been making significant progress at Woody Bay Station neither
they nor the Trust will be in a position for some considerable time to acquire sections of former
trackbed in advance of immediate requirements. We aim to fulfil that role with shareholders who are
fully committed to the principle of a fully restored railway between Lynton and Bamnstaple.

We are currently talking with a number of trackbed owners regarding further acquisitions as we are
keen to increase our trackbed portfolio and always welcome additional shareholders to enable us to
expand.

WANT TO GET IN TOUCH?

Exmoor Associates Ltd. Edgemoor, Moorland Close, Yelverton PL20 6DD
email enquiries@exmoor-associates.co.uk, Tony Brown (secretary) 01822 48157
Mike Buse 01206 734030, Mike Selby 01737 358120, Paul Stileman 01256 762848
David Cameron 01277 353272, Andy Hearn 01769 520492




