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More Trackbed Secured
Welcome to our latest issue which follows our get together 
and site visits over the weekend of May 14th/15th. 

For those of you who were not able to get to Loxhore and 
who haven’t caught up with the postings on our website, 
the big news was that we have secured yet another 
section of trackbed. This latest section is adjacent to our 
recent purchase of the Snapper Halt site and extends our 
trackbed to Blackwell Bridge (No.16) where the trackbed 
crosses the River Yeo.

Managing Land
One of the topics that was discussed at Loxhore was 
whether we should establish a separate fund for 
maintenance and repair works. This is particularly 
focusing on bringing newly acquired land up to a 
standard we can maintain it, and the carrying out of 
occasional enhancements / conservation work along 
acquired trackbed in recognition of its railway history.  

EA’s Directors took the decision to spend funds on the 
restoration of Snapper Halt as it is an important part 
of the L&B heritage that needed conserving. The money 
was kept to a restricted budget, and we also consider 
in part an investment in terms of the goodwill and 
good feeling it will generate. We are conscious that the 
primary purpose of Exmoor Associates is the purchase of 
trackbed and are aware of the need to conserve funds 
for that purpose.

We would be pleased to hear feedback from all of our 

shareholders on this topic. In particular we would like to 
carry out fencing works at Snapper so that we can rent 
the pasture out for cattle grazing – however this will not 
happen unless we can ensure that cattle can be kept 
clear of our newly restored station area. There are also 
areas of Japanese Knotweed we are aware of and want 
to arrange to treat.

With our ever increasing land holdings maintenance 
is a more significant issue, and we want to ensure it 
is made manageable. We now have a small core of 
local volunteers who regularly hold working parties 
(particularly outside the summer months). If you would 
like to join in with any of these just let us know and we 
will give you contact details.

For any feedback on our approach to land management 
(or to pledge a bit of money!) just get in touch with any 
of EA’s directors - contact details on the next page.

This section is all in woodland with the formation being 
near to the river – giving it a very different feel to the 
open pastures and culm grassland of Snapper.
This acquisition brings the total holding of trackbed in 
Exmoor Associates up to 10.24% of the entire route from 
Barnstaple to Lynton. The combined total of trackbed now 
secured by the L&B and EA is now impressively standing 
at 3.5miles, 18.29% of the complete route. Most of 
those who were in Devon over that weekend had the 
opportunity to walk the length of both sections but for 
those who were not able to make it we hope to be able 
to arrange a further visit in the autumn.

tq Snapper halt following restoration of the shelter 
roof, addition of the Surrey Group’s station sign and 
clearance of the trackbed.                 Photos - Chris Bines.



Talk with us...
Tony Brown (secretary) 020 8550 9183 / 07794 830574 or e-mail to enquiries@exmoor-associates.co.uk
Mike Buse 01206 734030, Nik Barrie 01598 753866, Mike Selby 01737 358120;

News Bites
 

Shareholders

Tony Brown announced that 
our total share holdings are 
now approaching the quarter 
of a million mark – we are just 
a few thousand pounds short 
at the moment.

E-mail Addresses!

We now use e-mail to distribute 
Trackbed Trails where possible. 
If you have recently acquired 
an e-mail address or changed 
one that we have on record, 
then please let us know.

Facebook

You can now find Exmoor 
Associates on Facebook and 
keep even more in touch. Just 
go to www.facebook.com/
ExmoorAssociates and click on 
the ‘Like’ button!

Leaflets

Exmoor Associates now have 
new leaflets available for 
events, exhibitions and
anywhere
they
might
be
useful - 
contact
Tony or
Nik if you
want some
for your
event.

Collard Bridge
For the first time in quite some years our land at Collard Bridge is being 
used for sheep grazing this summer. This follows an agreement with a 
local contractor who has carried out substantial works for us this year on 
site. We have also had help from John Huxtable from Bratton in other 
aspects of management work on the site.

Replica bridge number signs have been made for bridge 18 at Collard 
Bridge, our thanks to John Mack-Smith. A new bridge number has also 
been made for bridge 15 at Snapper, and newly acquired 16 is to follow 
soon. The new bridge numbers have been made with the same mould 
used to make the number for bridge 67 at Woody Bay some years ago.

p John Edmonds and Nik Barrie clear access from the trackbed at 
Snapper onto the newly acquired section beyond.

   Trackbed near bridge 16 before clearing.                 Photos - Chris Lane.

Shareholders’ 
Agreement
We are currently 
looking to remove 
the requirement to 
sign the Shareholders 
Agreement originally 
put in place when 
EA was formed. The 
Agreement was only 
really needed when 
the company was 
small. Now with a 
substantial number of 
shareholders it has 
become redundant 
and just serves to 
confuse potential new 
shareholders and cause 
misunderstanding from 
outsiders.

Raleigh Weir

Not forgetting the 
work that was put in 
at Raleigh Weir on 
the edge of Barnstaple 
in 2009, this spring 
we have cut back the 
brambles near the 
weir with brush cutters 
and cleared any 
new growth on the 
trackbed.

Bridge 10 this 
spring has also been 
providing a fantastic 
haven for fish during 
the breeding season, 
with thousands of baby 
salmon seen sheltering 
in the shady pools 
around the bridge.

Interpretation

Although Snapper is 
not generally open 
to the public, we still 
get occasional visitors 
dropping by. As 
we can’t always be 
there to show visitors 
around, we have now 
provided a range of 
small interpretation 
boards around the 
site and along the 
trackbed, highlighting 
key features and 
history.

If you do drop in to 
visit Snapper, keep a 
look out for the signs 
and learn more about 
this great site.


