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Spring Social
We will be holding our spring social event on Saturday
May 12th & 13th, coinciding with the L&B’s Vintage
Weekend and their evening AGM.
The get together will take place at Goodleigh Village
Hall at 10am on Saturday 12th May, postcode EX31
4SU, plenty of parking in the village hall car park. Lunch
will be available for those who come - please advise
Tony Brown or Mike Buse in advance if you would like to
book a lunch including if you would prefer the vegetarian
option.
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As last year there will then be an “open weekend” at
Snapper over both Saturday and Sunday to give all
our shareholders and supporters the chance to view the
ongoing restoration work that has been taking place.
There is limited parking at Snapper, but it is only a short
walk to Snapper from Goodleigh Village Hall, follow the
path down to Snapper from the junction with Coombe
Close.
The site at Snapper will be open over the weekend
and we hope to be able to arrange another alternative
trackbed walk.
t The new bridge number post, kindly cast by John
Mack-Smith last year, installed beside bridge 15.
q Knotweed eradication contractors at Snapper.

A Knotty Problem
At the end of last year we started to tackle the scourge of
Exmoor and the Yeo valley – Japanese Knotweed.
Japanese Knotweed is Britain’s most invasive non-native
plant. The main reasons why Japanese Knotweed is a
problem in Devon and elsewhere is that it spreads easily
via rhizomes and cut stems or crowns, it out-competes
native flora, and it can cause structural damage to
buildings.
Due to its regenerative properties and invasive habit,
Japanese Knotweed is listed under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 as a plant that is not to be planted
or otherwise introduced into the wild. The Environmental
Protection Act 1990 also lists it as ‘controlled waste’ to
be disposed of properly. You have a legal obligation not
to cause it to spread if it occurs on your land.

Chemically treating Knotweed is not as easy as normal
weeds. It must be done with the appropriate concentrations
of the correct chemicals at the correct specific times over
a period of typically around 3 years. To this end, we
have appointed experienced specialist contractors to
ensure this job is done on our land at Snapper properly.
Therefore if you saw some “space suited” men roaming
the Snapper site last October (or again in future months)
that is what they were doing!
There are several other patches on sections of roadside
and on the old trackbed between Lynton & Barnstaple some where land owners have rather alarmingly been
flail cutting it! If you spot it, you can report it at:
http://www.devon.gov.uk/form-knotweed

News Bites
Autumn Trackbed Walk
Following feedback from our
questionnaire last year we
are arranging an autumn
trackbed walk in addition to
our spring social. This will be
held on 27th October and
unless subsequently circulated
to the contrary we will meet
at 10 am at Bratton Fleming
Sports Club Car Park.

Where Next?
We are often being asked if there are any other trackbed purchases currently
being negotiated. The quick answer to that is negotiations are on-going, but
we have found over the years that it is never very simple. In fact the only
trackbed that was straightforward was our first, that at Collard Bridge – which
was for sale at auction. Since then all of our purchases have been much
more convoluted. Northleigh Plantation and Higher Bodley Farm (Mr Rawle)
both involved land swaps, the latter involving negotiations over many years
with both the Rawle family and the Church Commissioners (Glebe Land).
The trackbed at Bridwick Farm, Raleigh Weir and Snapper also involved
negotiations over a number of years. Things in North Devon do seem to
move at their own pace.
Mike Buse is in contact with a number of trackbed owners, we will keep
shareholders informed of developments.

Spring Vintage Weekend
On the same weekend as our
social gathering at Snapper,
there will be the Vintage
Weekend at Woody Bay Station
(12/13th May). Like last year,
EA will have some promotional
material and information about
what we do alongside other L&B
project stands in the marquee.
Due to our simultaneous event at
Snapper, none of the directors
are likely to be at Woody Bay
during the day, however if any
shareholders are at Woody
Bay and want to float around
the vicinity in the marquee, it
would of course be helpful!

Leaflets
Do you belong to a club that
holds regular meetings or holds
exhibitions? Do you know
anyone that might be interested
in becoming a shareholder?
Nik Barrie has a stock of EA
leaflets, if you are in a position
to distribute some please get
in touch. All contact details
are at the end of this edition of
Trackbed Trails.

p Hundreds of baby Salmon take shade under bridge 9 on our land at
Raleigh Weir, April 2011.
Scarlet Pimpernel growing in the cess by the Snapper Halt trackbed.

News from the L&B
You may have read in
the L&B’s newsletter that
a trackbed survey/walk
this month in conjunction
with Arup is taking place
including our land at
Blackmoor and Higher
Bodley Farm. We have
assisted Bruce Nottrodt
(of the L&B Trust’s
Exmoor
Enterprise
working party) with
documentation to help
regarding
fencing
and access issues and
will continue to help
whenever
we
can
towards the expansion
of the existing L&B
track.
For those shareholders

who do not see a copy
of the L&B magazine
we can confirm that
following a couple of
years’ negotiation the
L&B now owns the land
at Parracombe (Rowley
Cross) - somewhere
in
the
region
of
180metres.

Can You Help?
We would like to find
a volunteer(s) who
would be interested in
acting as a warden and
volunteer coordinator
for our land – especially
with regard to the land
and trackbed at Raleigh
Weir and Snapper Halt.
We have a number of

projects we’d like to
gradually progress on
these sites and there are
several volunteers who
would be interested in
attending work parties if
these can be planned.
We are not looking
for a construction site
manager, this is much
more akin to the role
of a wildlife reserve
warden... It entails
the month to month
management of the
sites and liaising with
the directors and the
volunteers. If you feel
you could help and are
preferably in the North
Devon area, please get
in touch with Nik Barrie
to talk further.

Talk with us...
Tony Brown (secretary) 020 8550 9183 or e-mail to enquiries@exmoor-associates.co.uk
Mike Buse 01206 734030, Nik Barrie 01598 752751, Mike Selby 01737 358120;

